
Welcome to vento ludens’ public exhibition 
on the proposed Fasnakyle Wind Farm
The exhibition boards set out the key aspects of our initial proposals for the 
project, and the process we will follow as we develop and refine our plans.

There are also photomontages that illustrate how the development would 
look from a number of local viewpoints.

Please take as much time as you need to review the information presented 
and the visual representations of the wind farm.

Key members of the project team are on hand to provide you with answers 
to any questions or to discuss any comments on our proposals.  

We would very much value your feedback as we seek to review and refine 
our plans, and would be grateful if you could take a few minutes to share 
your views and any comments on the feedback sheets provided.



The Proposal
Location
Our initial proposals for the Fasnakyle Wind Farm are for up to 46 turbines to be located to 
the south and east of the village of Tomich. The project would be on commercial forestry and 
open moorland, adjacent to the existing 400kv Beauly-Denny overhead power line. 

Capacity and Output
Turbines would have a maximum tip height of 149.9m and a capacity of between four to six 
MegaWatts (MW), giving a maximum capacity of up to 276MW.

Our initial proposals could produce up to 650GWh of electricity each year,1 equivalent to the 
annual power needs of 175,000 homes,2 dependent on the ultimate design of the wind farm 
and the turbine model deployed.

Figure 1. Proposed Location



The Proposal
Wind Farm Design
The majority of the proposed location has been identified by The Highland Council as having 
the potential for wind farm development, and we are working to define the constraints in 
the other parts of the site.

The initial layout has been informed by a number of technical, environmental, planning and 
commercial factors, and designed to minimise visual impacts from settlements and key 
routes through the neighbouring straths and glens. 

This represents the starting point for the design process and will be subject to revision in 
light of the environmental surveys we are taking forward and feedback from consultees and 
local communities.

The final design will set out the intended layout of access tracks and electrical equipment, 
but vento ludens is already committed to ensuring that construction traffic avoids the villages 
of Cannich and Tomich through the development of an off-road access from the A831.

Figure 2. Initial ‘Scoping’ Layout
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vento ludens
vento ludens Ltd. (latin for ‘playing with the wind’) is part of a family-owned international 
group of companies which includes one of the largest manufacturer of board games and 
puzzles in Europe, Ludo Fact. The vento ludens group has been successfully working as a 
developer, investor and operator of renewable energy installations for over fifteen years. 

vento ludens has operated in the UK renewable energy sector since 2008, with the team 
in our UK head office in Edinburgh working on wind, solar and hydro projects in the UK and 
Ireland. We also have offices in Cardiff, and an Irish office in Dublin.

Our first UK wind farm was Muirake in Aberdeenshire, which became operational at the end 
of 2011. In July 2016, we commissioned our second wind farm at Edintore Farm, Moray, which 
consists of six Enercon E-92s with an installed capacity of 14.1MW. Planning consent for  
Lurg Hill Wind Farm, a 15MW development in Moray, was granted in February 2019.

We have two solar photovoltaic projects in development in Angus, and our portfolio 
includes two operational ‘run of river’ hydro projects in Scotland, with another three now in 
construction in the Highlands.

Community benefit is a cornerstone of the company’s approach to development and the 
team is committed to involving local communities in the vicinity of our developments in 
creative and meaningful ways.  For example, the Edintore Wind Farm provides a community 
benefit package of £5,000 per megawatt each year, which is distributed by an independent 
community organisation to local projects.



Environment
General Approach
The final proposal will include provisions for a net positive enhancement to the local 
environment through a Habitat Management Plan and compensatory planting. For example, 
over the coming months, we will be liaising with Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) and other 
consultees as we develop plans for replacing the trees felled around the turbine locations 
and associated infrastructure with native tree species and the restoration of peatland.  This 
would provide new habitat for local wildlife and positive benefits to the natural environment 
within and surrounding the site.

Environmental Impact Assessment
Work is now ongoing to define the range of studies that will make up the project’s 
‘Environmental Impact Assessment’ (EIA). This is a series of assessments of the potential 
environmental effects of a project, undertaken by specialist environmental and technical 
consultants. This will cover the following areas:

• Landscape & Visual 

• Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology, including surveys of peat

• Ecology and Nature Conservation 

• Ornithology 

• Noise 

• Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

• Access and Transportation 

• Socio-Economics, including Tourism, Recreation and Land Use 

• Aviation and Telecommunications 

• Other considerations, such as Shadow Flicker  

The information and data gathered will be used to refine our proposals and also to identify 
ways in which we could remove, reduce or mitigate any potential impacts.

A detailed EIA report will be submitted as part of our application. This would summarise the 
data we had gathered, how our design had evolved to reflect this, and any ways in which 
any remaining impacts could best be managed.



Landscape and Visual 
Summary
In order to demonstrate and assess what the Fasnakyle Wind Farm would look like, a 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is being undertaken. The LVIA will examine 
effects on both the landscape resource and the visual amenity of the people experiencing 
the views of the landscape. The LVIA will present a clear and objective assessment that 
references established guidance and methods and the findings of this assessment will inform 
and play a key role in the design of the Fasnakyle Wind Farm. 

LVIA Viewpoints
We will be developing visualisations of the project from a number of viewpoints. Our initial 
proposals for this assessment were informed by the theoretical visibility of the scoping 
layout layout and are shown in Figure 3. Final viewpoints will be agreed following further 
consultation with The Highland Council, Energy Consents Unit and Scottish Natural Heritage. 

Visualisations 
Photomontages are computer generated images that illustrate how proposals would appear 
from locations in the surrounding landscape. The visualisations for the Fasnakyle Wind Farm 
have been produced in line with The Highland Council’s Visualisation Standards for Wind 
Energy Developments. It should be noted that the actual visibility of the turbines would be 
affected by factors such as time of day, sunlight and weather.

For this initial round of public exhibitions, photomontage visualisations have been produced 
from Tomich, Cannich, Buntait and Balnain as well as from the hilltop of Meall Fuar Mhonaidh 
on the western edge of the Great Glen. These have been prepared on the basis of the initial 
proposals for the wind farm.



Landscape and Visual
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Figure 3. Zone of Theoretical Visibility and Scoping Viewpoints

Zone of Theoretical Visibility
The ‘Zone of Theoretical Visibility’ (ZTV) is a key part of the LVIA. ZTVs are computer generated 
models used to identify the theoretical extent of visibility of the proposed turbines, although 
it is important to remember that the ZTV does not take account of the screening effect of 
trees, forestry or buildings. 

Figure 3 below shows the ZTV or the initial proposals for the Fasnakyle Wind Farm, based on 
bare ground landform.

The extent of the ZTV will change if there are refinements to the design of the wind farm as 
a result of the outputs from our environmental studies and feedback from communities and 
statutory consultees.



Climate Emergency
Policy Context
The Scottish Government has declared a ‘climate emergency’ and set a target for Scotland to 
reduce emissions by 75% by 2030 and to become a ‘net-zero society by 2045’ following advice 
in May 2019 from the Committee on Climate Change.3 

There is a global climate emergency.  The evidence is 
irrefutable.  The science is clear.  And people have been 
clear: they expect action. The Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change issued a stark warning last year:  the 
world must act now.  By 2030 it will be too late to limit 
warming to 1.5 degrees.

For those saying this is too much and too expensive, 
the evidence shows that the global cost of inaction far 
outweighs the cost of action. Future generations will end 
up paying even more if we fail to take action now.

 
Rosanna Cunningham MSP  

Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform
4

The Highland Council also declared a ‘climate and ecological emergency’ in May 2019,5  
and set a target for a carbon neutral Inverness in a low carbon Highlands by 2025, as part  
of its Carbon CLEVER initiative.6



Climate Emergency 
Policy Context (cont)
The UK Government has set a target of net zero emissions by 2050.7 The Committee 
on Climate Change estimate that this could require a quadrupling of electricity 
generation from low carbon sources such as onshore wind power due to increased 
electrification of heat and transport,8 which will be driven by policies such as the 
end of the sale of new conventional petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2040.9 

Onshore Wind
Onshore wind is already making a significant contribution to Scotland’s climate 
change targets, and accounted for 37% of all electricity generated in Scotland in 
2018.10 Scottish Ministers have said that they want the technology to continue to play 
an increasing role in meeting our climate change targets in the Onshore Wind Policy 
Statement, which also highlights the sector’s positive local community impacts and 
its contribution to Scotland’s economy.11

Fasnakyle Wind Farm Proposal
The Fasnakyle Wind Farm would contribute to future progress towards Scotland’s 
climate change targets by producing renewable electricity.

Our initial proposals could produce up to 650GWh each year,12 equivalent to the 
annual power needs of 175,000 homes,13 dependent on the ultimate design of the 
wind farm and the turbine model deployed.

That would mean the project displacing up to 290,000 tonnes of CO2 from the British 
electricity system each year,14 equal to the emissions savings of removing some 
130,000 cars from our roads.15



What Happens Next?
The project is now at the latter stages of  ‘scoping’, whereby the relevant planning authority 
and statutory consultees assess the potential environmental impacts that the project team 
must consider while developing their proposals.

This information will be used to define the programme of detailed baseline survey work we 
will undertake over the next 12 months, with the data gathered informing changes that we 
may seek make to the project design, along with feedback from consultees and  
local communities. 

We will publish any revisions to our proposed layout on the project website, and will also be 
holding another round of exhibitions in late 2020 or early 2021 to set out any changes to our 
plans. This will give local residents and community groups a further chance to comment on 
our proposals ahead of the final submission of our application for consent. 

Figure 4 sets out the process we will follow as we develop our plans.



Scoping
The project developer asks 
the Energy Consents Unit and 
consultees for their formal 
opinion on the information to be 
supplied in the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Report.

Initial Consultation
The initial proposal and layout 
for the project is presented to all 
relevant stakeholders.

Baseline studies
Data is collated through desk 
based assessments and site 
surveys, which form the 
baseline for the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA), and 
help to refine the design to 
find the most appropriate and 
optimum layout for 
the site.

Pre-Application 
Consultation
The final proposed design is 
presented to local communities 
and other stakeholders to gather 
further feedback.

Final Design
Following feedback from the 
local community and statutory 
consultees, and completion 
of environmental studies, the 
proposed design is finalised.

Environmental Impact 
Assessment 
This is a comprehensive 
assessment of the potential 
environmental effects of 
a project, undertaken by 
specialist environmental 
and technical consultants. It 
identifies measures that can 
be taken to mitigate or reduce 
environmental impacts.

Submission of 
Application 
The application will be 
accompanied by the EIA report 
which will include all survey 
results and assessments. 
Copies of this document will 
be available for public viewing 
following submission. 

Evaluation of the 
Development 
Once submitted, the application 
will be assessed by Scottish 
Ministers alongside national and 
local planning policy, as well as 
the views of relevant consultees 
such as the Highland Council, 
before making a final decision 
on the application. 

Figure 4. Illustration of Stages in Development of Proposal

What Happens Next?



Community Benefit 
Summary
In addition to the positive economic impacts of the development during construction and 
operations, vento ludens is committed to developing a significant community benefit 
package, which could be worth more than £1 million every year over the lifetime of the  
wind farm, dependent on the ultimate capacity of the project.

Good Practice Principles
Our work to develop more detailed proposals for the community benefit arrangements will 
be guided by the Scottish Government’s Good Practice Principles for Community Benefit.16 
Our starting point will be to engage with existing community companies and charities to 
gather their views on the appropriate area of benefit, management structures and local 
priorities. We will then develop initial proposals and consult on these more widely later this 
year. However, we would welcome any views on how the community benefit arrangements 
should be structured and how these should be focused at any time in the development of 
the project.

Separation from Planning Process
Community benefits are voluntary initiatives and, as such, are not a material consideration 
in the planning process.  Our application will be assessed against the provisions in 
Scottish Planning Policy, the local authority’s development plan, and any other material 
considerations.

Likewise, contributing to discussions on community benefits does not affect an individual’s, 
community or organisation’s right to express a view on our proposals, or to support or object 
to these.



Community Ownership  
and Opportunities for  
Local Businesses
Community Ownership
vento ludens will also be offering the local community the chance to take an ownership 
stake in the development in order to maximise the local economic impacts.  We will be 
actively consulting on this proposal given the many ways in which it could be delivered, and 
to ensure we can tailor this to reflect the aspirations of local people 
and organisations.

Maximising Local Economic Impacts
We are committed to engaging with local businesses and business organisations to ensure 
that we are able to maximise the amount of work we are able to place in the local area.

To achieve that we intend to:

•  Reach out directly to potential suppliers

•  Engage with Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Business Gateway

•  Hold local events to highlight contract opportunities

•  Advertise opportunities on the open4business portal 

We would welcome enquiries on our procurement plans and processes from local businesses  
at any time.



Thank You
 

Thank you for taking the time to join us at this event and for your 
interest in the proposed wind farm. 

We would very much value your feedback as we seek to review and 
refine our plans and would be grateful if you could take a few minutes 
to share your views and any comments on our initial proposals. 

If you have any questions, want more information on our plans or would 
like to meet with us to discuss the project in more detail, then please 
get in touch at any time: 

info@fasnakylewindfarm.co.uk

0131 624 9848

vento ludens Ltd 
South Charlotte Street 
Edinburgh EH2 4AX

Email:

Tel:

Address:



The Proposal
1. Based on average Scottish onshore wind load factor from 2011 to 2018 of 27% detailed in Renewable electricity capacity and generation (ET 6.1)  (Department for Business, 

Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), 2019) Accessible at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/838179/
ET_6.1.xls

2. Based on 2017 average annual consumption per UK household of 3,729kWh as per Sub-National Electricity and Gas Consumption Statistics Regional and Local Authority 
(BEIS, 2018).  Accessible at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/767027/Sub-national-electricity-and-gas-
consumptio-summar-report-2017.pdf

Climate Emergency
3. Scotland to become a net zero society (Scottish Government news release, 2019).  Accessible at http://www.gov.scot/news/scotland-to-become-a-net-zero-society 

4. Statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform to the Scottish Parliament on 14 May 2019 (Scottish Government, 2019).  Accessible 
at https://www.gov.scot/publications/global-climate-emergency-scotlands-response-climate-change-secretary-roseanna-cunninghams-statement/ 

5.  Council to discuss ‘next steps’ in Climate Change actions (Highland Council, 2019).  Accessible at https://www.highland.gov.uk/news/article/11887/
council_to_discuss_next_steps_in_climate_change_actions 

6. Climate Change – Carbon Clever (The Highland Council, 2019).  Accessible at https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/1210/environment/321/climate_change/2

7.  UK becomes first major economy to pass net zero emissions law (Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, 2019).  Accessible at https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/uk-becomes-first-major-economy-to-pass-net-zero-emissions-law 

8. See page 75 of Net Zero – The UK’s Contribution to Stopping Global Warming (Committee on Climate Change, 2019).  Accessible at https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/
net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-stopping-global-warming/ 

9.  The Road to Zero: Next steps towards cleaner road transport and delivering our Industrial Strategy (Department for Transport, 2018).  Accessible at https://assets.publishing.
service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/739460/road-to-zero.pdf

10.  Renewable electricity capacity and generation (ET 6.1) (BEIS, 2019) details that onshore wind generation in Scotland totalled 17,627GWh in 2018, with Energy Trends 
December 2019 (BEIS, 2019) stating overall electricity generation was equal to 48,236GWh.  Accessible at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/file/838179/ET_6.1.xls and https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/853609/
Energy_Trends_December_2019.pdf 

11.  Onshore Wind Policy Statement (Scottish Government, 2017).  Accessible at http://www.gov.scot/publications/onshore-wind-policy-statement 

12.  Based on average Scottish onshore wind load factor from 2011 to 2018 of 27% detailed in Renewable electricity capacity and generation (ET 6.1) (BEIS, 2019).  Accessible at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/838179/ET_6.1.xls 

13. Based on 2017 average annual consumption per UK household of 3,729kWh as per Sub-National Electricity and Gas Consumption Statistics Regional and Local Authority 
(BEIS, 2018).  Accessible at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/767027/Sub-national-electricity-and-gas-
consumptio-summar-report-2017.pdf

14. Based on 450 tonnes of carbon dioxide per GWh of electricity supplied by ‘All Fossil Fuels’ in the Digest of UK Energy Statistics 2019 (BEIS, July 2019) p96 Table 5E (“Estimated 
carbon dioxide emissions per GWh of electricity supplied 2016 to 2018”).  Accessible at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/822305/DUKES_2019_MASTER_COPY.pdf 

15.  Based on 69.7m tonnes of CO2 emissions from all cars in the UK in 2016 as per (see p20 of New Car Report 2018 (, Society of Motor Manufacturers, 2019), accessible at 
https://www.smmt.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/SMMT-New-Car-Co2-Report-2018-artwork.pdf) and approximately 31m cars on the road in that year (see All Vehicles 
Statistical Dataset, BEIS – Licensed vehicles by body type (quarterly): Great Britain and United Kingdom, accessible at https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/
all-vehicles-veh01#licensed-vehicles) giving an estimate of annual emissions per car of 2.25 tonnes of CO2

Community Benefit
16.  Good Practice Principles for Community Benefit (Scottish Government, 2019).  Accessible at https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-good-practice-

principles-community-benefits-onshore-renewable-energy-developments/
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